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- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935C.D. 11,453 O.G.213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Kl Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-11 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Transitions website, dated December 13, 2001 (hereafter referred to as TransUnion). 
As per claims 1, 3, 6, and 10: 

TransUnion teaches a website whereby consumers may obtain their credit 
reports (1 and 10: "offering an electronic service over a network"). After confirming a 
user's identity through a "series of questions" (cf. 4 th paragraph) including Social 
Security Number (cf. 6 th paragraph), the website accesses its internal database and 
finds the necessary data for the consumer (1 and 10: "challenging End Users to provide 
secure, personal identification which demonstrates that they are within the implied 
jurisdiction of the service, and responding to said secure, personal identification being 
acceptable by providing said electronic service", 3 and 10: "accessing a database on a 
remote Web server, via said Internet Network, to determine whether said secure, 
personal identification is acceptable"). " 

This website also allows access to the credit report through a secure channel (cf. 
3 rd paragraph) (6: "said secure, personal identification is only communicated in an 
encrypted form"). 

Finally, TransUnion teaches that if the answers provided by the user are 
unacceptable (10: "do not match our records", in paragraph 4) then the request for 
information will be rejected (cf. 4 th paragraph). 

As per claim 2, 7, and 8: 

TransUnion offers information by stating what is available on said website (cf. 1 st 
paragraph), asks for identification (cf. paragraphs 3, 4, 6), and responds to the user (cf. 
5 th paragraph) - all through the website ("performed on a web server"). TransUnion is a 
website that operates on the Internet. Websites use firewalls to protect from 
unauthorized access. Therefore, these limitations are inherent in the prior art (2: 
"wherein said communication network comprises an Internet network", 7: "steps of 
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offering requiring and responding are performed on a web server", and 8: "said web 
server is protected with a fire wall"). 

As per claim 4: 

The information that TransUnion provides is credit information - the user 
receives a "TransUnion Personal Credit Report and Score" (cf. 1 st paragraph) after the 
user's identity is confirmed ("access to documentation"). 

As per claim 5: 

TransUnion asks, as part of the "series of questions" (cf. 4 th paragraph), for the 
user's Social Security Number (cf. 6 th paragraph) as an identifying piece of personal 
information ("personal identification is one selected from the group consisting of... a 
social insurance number"). 

As per claim 9: 

TransUnion allows access to said credit information through a User Name and 
password (cf. 5 th paragraph). 

As per claim 11: 

TransUnion is a website which offers credit reports. It is hosted on a web server, 
and it is accessible through the Internet by consumers using their computers connected 
to the Internet through an Internet Service Provider. This knowledge is inherent in the 
prior art ("a system... comprising an End User computer, an Internet Service Provider 
(ISP), a Web Server offering an electronic service on a Web site, and a communication 
net work for interconnecting said End User computer, said ISP, and said Web Server"). 

As stated above, TransUnion teaches a website whereby consumers may obtain 
their credit reports ("offer an electronic service to an End User via said End User 
Computer"). After confirming a user's identity through a "series of questions" (cf. 4 th 
paragraph) including Social Security Number (cf. 6 th paragraph), the website accesses 
its internal database and finds the necessary data for the consumer ("challenge End 
Users to provide secure, personal identification which demonstrates that they are within 
the implied jurisdiction of the service, and respond to said secure, personal identification 
being acceptable by providing said electronic service to said End User Computer via 
said communication network and said ISP"). 

The End User computer is able to receive the identity challenge and present it to 
the user, receive the personal information from the user, communicate the personal 
information securely back to TransUnion through the network, and receive the 
information from TransUnion - all steps that are inherent in the definition of any 
client/server system ("Said End User computer being operable to: present said 
challenge to said End User; receive said input secure, personal identification; 
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communicate said input secure, personal identification to said Web server via said 
communication network and said ISP; and receive said electronic service from said 
Web server; and said ISP being operable to transport communications between said 
Web server and said End User Computer"). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Auction. co.kr is a Korean auction website. The website requires that 
registrants to the service input their "Resident Registration Number " (cf. 
input boxes 1 and 2), a Korean number that uniquely identifies a citizen 
(much like the Social Security Number system in the United States). This 
Auction site only allows one to use the service once the system has 
verified the user's identity using the Resident Registration Number. 

• A story from the Korea Herald, entitled "Ministry to improve Internet 
services for foreigners", talks about the issues surrounding the usage of 
registration numbers. According to the article, many web sites (including 
e-commerce sites) force hopeful members to enter their registration 
numbers. 

• The Korean government undertook a project to modernize their framework 
using the Internet. The plan was announced in January 2001 , and was 
reported as completed in October 2002. As an example, one can now 
receive a "local subway station or public meeting area where automated 
document-issuing machines are installed to receive certification papers 
seven days a week" - a "Resident Registration Card" is required (cf. page 
48, "Korea's e-Government: Completion of e-Government Framework"). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher C. Johns whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3462. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30-5, 
Alternate Fridays, 7:30-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Dixon can be reached on 571-272-6803. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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